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The Division of Grass—roots Autonomous Regions in Jiangnan ( )

Areas in the late of Qing Dynasty and the Early Republic Period:
the Case Study of Wujiang ( ) County
You Huan Sun
(Department o f History ,Jiangzxi Normal University , Nanchang ,330022)

Abstract: The town’s regional tradition played a key role in the process of the division of autono-
mous regions of “zhen( )” or “xiang( )” in the later of Qing Dynasty, which was based on the
sphere of the town in local gazetteers and rural areas surrounding the town. The foundation of the Re-
public of China and the new Wujiang county, the re-enactment of the provisional definition of “Shi
( )” and “Xiang( )” in Jiangsu province were all important social mechanisms in the adjustment of
grass-roots autonomous regions in the early period of Republic of China. The town’s sphere described
in local gazetteers and the division or adjustment of grass-roots autonomous regions in Jiangnan areas
were in fact space concepts and regional traditions created by local societies in different national politi-
cal systems and local historical situations.

Key words: Autonomous region; Jiangnan towns; Regional tradition
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